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Why is the research being conducted?

This research explores the social participation experiences of young adults with blindness or vision impairment in educational and community settings. The study seeks to identify barriers to social participation and explore strategies individuals with blindness and low vision use to overcome these challenges. As part of a master's dissertation project, this research is conducted under the supervision of Associate Professor Paul Harris and Dr Julia Bloom at Griffith University.
What you will be asked to do

If you agree to participate, you will participate in an interview that will last approximately 45-60 minutes. The interview will be semi-structured, meaning it will allow flexibility for you to share your experiences. You will also be asked to bring an artifact that represents your experiences with social participation, which will be discussed during the interview. The interview will be recorded with your consent and transcribed for data analysis. You can also choose to provide a written or audio response to the interview questions if you would like to remain anonymous. This submission can be made via a link provided on the participation flyer.
The basis by which participants will be selected or screened

You have been invited to participate in this study because you are a young adult aged between 18 and 30 with blindness or vision impairment. The research seeks to understand how individuals like you experience social participation in everyday life. You were identified as a potential participant through contacts at disability service organizations.
The expected benefits of the research

While participating may not directly benefit you, this research will contribute to a deeper understanding of the barriers and facilitators of social participation for young adults with blindness or vision impairment. The findings may help improve policies and services designed to support individuals with blindness or vision impairment in educational, social, and community contexts.
Risks to you

There are minimal risks associated with participating in this research. However, some topics discussed in the interview may be emotionally sensitive. If you feel uncomfortable at any point, you may stop the interview or withdraw without explanation or penalty. If any emotional distress arises, we will provide you with details of support services you can contact.
Your Privacy

What is Personal Information

Personal information in this study includes any identifiable information you provide, such as your name, contact details, demographic data, written or spoken responses, and any artifacts shared during the research. This also includes audio recordings of interviews or discussions. Personal information will be collected solely for the purposes of this research.

How We Will Use Your Personal Information

Your information will be used to understand the social participation experiences of young adults with blindness or vision impairment (BVI). Data will be de-identified before analysis, sharing (e.g. with other researchers) or publication of the data. This means any personal identifiers will be removed, protecting your privacy. 
Who Will Have Access to Your Personal Information

Personal information will be collected for contact and consent purposes only. It will only be available to the researcher and the researcher’s supervisory team. 
How Your Personal Information Will Be Stored

Your personal information and deidentified answers will be stored securely at Griffith University. Electronic data will be kept in a password-protected university folder. Information you provide for this study will be retained in a restricted-access electronic file for five years from the final publication date. After the retention period, all data, including electronic files and backups, will be destroyed.
Nondisclosure
The conduct of this research involves the collection, access, storage and/or use of your identified personal information. The information collected is confidential and will not be disclosed to third parties without your consent, except to meet government, legal or other regulatory authority requirements.   A de-identified copy of this data may be used for other research purposes, including publishing openly (e.g. in an open access repository). However, your anonymity will at all times be safeguarded. For further information consult the University's Privacy Statement at   https://www.griffith.edu.au/about-griffith/corporate-governance/plans-publications/griffith-university-privacy-statement. 

Your participation is voluntary

Your participation is entirely voluntary. You may withdraw at any time without providing a reason, and this will not affect your relationship with any organization involved in the research or with Griffith University. You do not need to answer all interview questions if you prefer not to.
Questions / further information

If you have any questions or require further information about the research, you can contact:

Christyne J Mowbray

Phone: 0410 288 425

Email: Chrisy.mowbray@griffithuni.edu.au

Or

Dr Julia Bloom

Phone: (07) 3382 1393
Email: j.bloom@griffith.edu.au 
The ethical conduct of this research

This research is conducted under the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research. If you have any concerns about the ethical conduct of the research, you can contact the Manager of Research Ethics at Griffith University on 3735 4375 or research-ethics@griffith.edu.au.

Feedback to you

The results of this research will be reported in an academic thesis as part of the requirements for a masters degree at Griffith University. The findings may also be disseminated through journal articles and/or presentations at academic conferences.

Participants will have the opportunity to access a plain-language summary of the research results. If you wish to receive this summary, you can request it via email at Chrisy.mowbray@griffithuni.edu.au. This summary will provide an accessible overview of the key findings and their implications.
Copyright Consent

Where a participant provides written/verbal comments and/or opinions and these are required to be published as part of the research data or in resulting project outcomes, researchers will need to obtain a copyright consent from the participant to use these comments.
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